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favourable wind and brought me quickly back to my own be-
loved land.
'And now, my friend, I invite you to stay on in my palace.
Stay for twelve days or so, and then I'll send you offin style. You
shall have glorious gifts from me - three horses and a splendid
chariot. Into the bargain, I'll give you a lovely cup, to remind
you of me all your life when you make drink-offerings to the
immortal gods/
(My lord,' Telemachus replied with his usual wisdom, * please
do not insist on my paying you a lengthy visit. It is true that your
tales and conversation so delight me that I could easily stop with
you for a year and never feel homesick for Ithaca or my people.
But I am afraid my friends must already be tired of waiting for
me in sacred Pylos; and now you are asking me to prolong my
stay. As for the gift you offer me, please make it a keepsake I can
carry. Horses I will not take to Ithaca. I'd rather leave them here
to grace your own stables. For your kingdom is a broad plain,
where clover grows in plenty and galingale is found, with wheat
and rye and the broad-eared white barley; whereas in Ithaca
there is no room for horses to run about in, nor any meadows at
all. It is a pasture-land for goats and more attractive than the sort
of land where horses thrive. None of the islands that slope down
to the sea are rich in meadows and the kind of place where you
can drive a horse. Ithaca least of all.'
These remarks made the warrior Menelaus smile. He patted
Telemachus with his hand and replied in the friendliest tone:
'Hike the way you talk, dear lad: one can see that you have the
right blood in your veins. Very well, my liberality shall take an-
other form: it is easily done. You shall have the loveliest and
most precious of the treasures that my palace holds. I'll give you
a mixing-bowl of wrought metal. It is solid silver with a rim of
gold round the top, and was made by Hephaestus himself. I had
it from my royal friend the King ofSidon, when I put up under
his roof on my journey home. That is the present I should like
you to take.'
During this talk of theirs, the guests began to arrive at the

